PROPOSED BRIDGE AT
DIAMOND CREEK.

__t
THE RELATIVE MERITS OF A WOODEN Ok

AN IRON BRIDGE CONSIDERED.—~DECISION
IS FAVOR OF [RON BRIDGE BY BMALL

MAJORITY.

A public meeting ot petepayers of the
Greenshorcugh riding of the Bhire of
Heidelberg , convened by the President
(Cr.J. Ward), was beld at the Literary
Institute, Diamond Creek, on Saturday
evening. The hall was well filled
The President occupied the chair, and
among those t were Crs. Ford,
Davey, La Waddell, Matthews,

Mitchell, Peers, Ryan, Ex -Crs. Wn.d- :

t aside for the purpose
of paying back the principal. This
interest and fund meant that

an extrs rate of 2d in the £ o pay
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an extra rate of 2d in the £ (o pay
interest and sinking fund on the amount
it was proposed to borrow. This would
fally cover emyih:;:; including incid-
ental expenses. engineer was
prescat and bad the plans with him,and
be wes to anawer any ques
tion that might be put to him. The
council had no desire to keep anything
back, but wvas desirous of disclosing
everything to the ratepayers. (Ap-
plause.) :
Cr. P. Ryan, as the mover that this
meeting be conveped, would like to
say a few words in favor of the work
the council proposed to carry out.
Twelve or 18 montha ago the guestion
of building & bridge was onder dis-
cussion in the council, and it was then
thought advisable to wait op the min-
ister of public works. That gentleman,
after listening to the representations
made by the deputation, promised to
get something put on the estimates.
The shire secretary wrote twice since
then, but roceived no definite reply.
The minister was waited upon a second
time, and be then said they were too
late for'that year, snd that the matter
would be considered when next year's
estimates were being framed. The
proposal now was to go to the minis-
ter again to try and get a sum pat on
the estimates. Their engineer's estin-
ate of the cost of the bridge scemed to
bim (Cr. Ryan) too high. It was first
thought that £850 would be wufficient
but the suw had now been increased
by £125. He (Cr. Ryan) bhad support-
ed an iron bridge as sgainsta wooden
one, which would cost £550. He
thought the ratepayers would be jus-
tiied in spending the difference, £425,
seeing that the wooden bridge would
be always requiring repsiring, while
the iron bridge be for all time.

B

erecting a bridge that would be a
lasting asset in the district. (Applause.)
Mr. Gowdie beartily suppotted all
that Cr. Ryan had said.
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Mr. Gowdie : I hnEI pleasure | .

in seconding the resolu
yer : Will the 2d rate fall

towtlnna.

. Lawrisson wanted to know
why the Greensborough should
be taxed for Di 's bepefit.

money ; but if they bad to bave a new
bridge, let it be a good substantial

one.
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one.
Mr. Lawson (engineer) said the bridge
was ina very bad state of repair. The
ratepayers might as well throw their
money into the Creek as try to patch
it up.

Mr. Gilding, as one of the largest
ratepayers in the riding, said be spoke
frelingly. They were assured that
evening that the rate would be 2d in
the £ ; but subsequen tly they migh
find avother 2d clapped on. (Lavghter)
He would, howewer, sapport an iron

Ex. Or. Burrows : would it not be
roasible to have stone sbutments and
wooden girders. What would that
coat ?

Mr. Lawson : £350 as against £975

Ex. Cr Wadeson ssid at one time
be had thought a wooden bridge would
answer, but seeing that an iron bridge
would be permanent, and that the
rising generation would be called upon
to pay for it, he thought it would be
preferable. He did not think they
would ge the 2d in the £ when
they saw the good they would receive
in retorn. . 2

Cr. Peers said the Heidelberg Shire
councillors were not men to jump at
conclusions without carefully consider-
ing and weighing matters. When
the engineer unequivocally condemned
the bridge, he (Cr. Peers) had aeked
whether it could not be repaired, and
the anawer was that it would be only
pitching money away, snd that the
thing would soon fall to pieces. l;:
repairing it props and supports won
bave to be put in, and these would
impede the water way. They all
knew the water way was not sufficient
now. The bridge had been a noble
bridge, but its day was done. A new
woodan bridge would of course do for
the t, but it would Le wiser to
bave a better ove, and one they could
afford. He was the cldest resident of
Diamond Creek in that room, and he
could assure them that when the
present bridge was built the ratepayers
thought ita grand affair They had
pot roads and bridges in those days
like the present generation «njoyed.
He remembernd when the township
had to turn out to clear the roads of
scrub. It would take a ballock “dray
a week to go to Melboarne and back.
("vanka in ha farded in those davs.
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A week 10 g0 10 DIeiDOUTnE ANU DECK.
Creeks to be forded in those days.
With reference to the speeches made
agninst the iron bridge by Greens
borough ratepayers, be might mention
that they all helped to pay for the
bridge at Greensborough over the
Plenty. could mnot ascertsin
the cost of that bridge because it was
built ip the old road board days. Every
one bad to pay for it.

Ex-Or. Burrows : The Government
baiit that bridge.

Cr.Peers : It is a good bridge, and
we, as yers and taxpayers of
the colony, contributed towards its

i

Mr. J. Laidlay : We bad tolis then.
Cr. Peers: While we live we wmight

5
g

todo with the subsidy.

Mr. Gilding: But if we lose the
subsidy we may bave to psy a higher
rate.

Or. By-:lhthx possible.

Mr. H. G. Price, ( m&y

We receive from the
way of municipal Mh

National Library of Australia

VO ITUVCEYD arvam  vao MEmTeaw sy

t 6a for
every £ of our rateable revenve. If
this subsidy were withdrawn it would
be equal to 4d in the £, or another 4d

Or : Unless values go
(A vaice : “Not much fear of that

F

Mr. Gilding asked the dimensions
of the old the proposed new hridge

The : The mew bridge
would be 10ft Jonger than the t
one, namely 110ft., 2ft. wider—18ft.,
and 1ft. 10in. higher.

riding were as follows, ing
Plenty a8 the Dividing line .—Dis-
-and“ Oreek, £362; Greensborough,
£156.

Ex. Cr. Burrows : That is not a
fair division at all.

Ex.-Cr. Barrows : Where's Nillum-
bik ?
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r
|

ght have to

|

bridge. If they lost the Government
pay o

+| what it would run them into He

+ | thought they

were going in too exten-

| sively for their little riding, unless|
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sively for Uheir little riding, unless

they had pressed
have to cowe to bim aguin
next year's estinates were framed.
The itan Board

that proposition. With regard to
extra rate for this bridge, be would
advise the of the G

riding to
Heidelberg riding
the best part of I vanhoe. (Interruption)
The Greensborough riding should make
an effort to annex about 1,500 acres

ption.)

Cr. Waddell said if the Amending
Board of Works Bill Parliament
places like Greensborough, and Dia-
mond Creek would be excised and
exempt from for all time.

Mr. D. Ryan asked Cr. Ford what
reply the Minister gave the second
time.

Cr. Ford: He encouraged us by
asking us to come again when he was

submitted first. A division was taken
and resulted as follows : For wooden
bridge, 18 ; for iron bridge, 25; ma-
jority, 7. Only ratepsyers were allow-
ed to vote.

Mr. Gowdie thought the matter
would be more equitably decided by &

1

The chairman said sny 20 ratepay-
ers, by depositing £20, could demand
a poll. The council could not take
the initiative. If a certain pumber
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the initintive. If a certain pumber
of votes were not polled the £20 or
a 3 of it would be forfeited ;
but if the poll was a legitimate ome
mmxﬁ.uumw

The proceedings terminated with
the usual vote ot thanks,

Our reporter interviewed Mr. Law-
son, the shire ineer, a8 to the
description of the bridge,
snd learned that it ia to be » Iattice-
girder bridge, with two openings of
i nre to beof irou,
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